
 

 

Plants for Shoreland Areas  
 

 

Ground Covers 
 

♦ Allegheny pachysandra (Pachysandra 

    procumbens)  
♦ Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi)  
  Full sun 
♦ Bunchberry (Cornus canadensis) #  
  Cool moist woods  
♦ Canby pax (Pax canbyi) 
  Tolerates full sun to partial shade; needs 

 well-drained soil 
♦ Creeping juniper (Juniperus horizontalis) #  
  Full sun species: Wiltonii (6”),  

 Bar Harbor (12”) 
♦ Hay-scented fern (Dennstaedtia punctilobula) 
♦ Honeysuckle (Lonicera canadensis)  
  All other honeysuckle species are  

 considered invasive 
♦ Lowbush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifoli-

um)  
  Partial shade, dry soil 
♦ Mountain cranberry (Vaccinium vitis-idea) 
♦ Sweet fern (Comptonia peregrina) 
♦ Virginia creeper or woodbine (Parthenocissus 

quinquefolia) * # 
  Tolerates all soil, sun, and exposure to 

 wind 
♦ Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) 
♦ Yellowroot (Xanthoriza simplicissima)  
  Partial shade, moist but well-drained 

 soil 
 

 

 

Ornamental Options 
for Ground Cover 
 

♦ Astilbe (Astibe species) 
♦ Daylily (Hemerocallis species) 
♦ Ginger (Asarum species) 
♦ Plantain lily (Hosta species) 
 

 

Partially Shaded, Sometimes Wet Soil  
 

♦ American cranberry (Viburnum trilobum) * # 
♦ Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) * # 
 Quick growing  
♦ Inkberry (Ilex glabra) # 
 Protect from wind  
♦ Large fothergilla (Fothergilla major) 
♦ Mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia) #  
 Well-drained soil — cannot tolerate clay soils 
 and windy locations  
♦ Rosebay rhododendron or great laurel (Rhododendron 

maximum) #  
 Tolerates dense shade in well drained moist soil;
 avoid windy locations  
♦ Serviceberry or shadbush (Amelanchier canadensis) * 
♦ Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)  
♦ Swamp azalea (Rhododendron viscosum) #  
 Sun or shade, wet or average soil  

 Heavy shade to full sun  
♦ Winterberry or black alder (Ilex verticillata) * #  
 Tolerates very wet soil  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partially Shaded, Dry Soil 
  
♦ Hobblebush (Viburnum alnifolium) *  
 Sun or partial shade 
♦ Maple-leaf viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium) * 
 Partial shade  
♦ Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) * 
 Sun or partial shade  
 

 

The following list includes  plants that are 
native to the Lakes Region or that are appropriate 
non-native species. These plants are accustomed 
to weather and soil conditions in the area and do 
not need high concentrations of fertilizer. 
(Fertilizer runoff is harmful to surface waters.) 
None of these species are considered invasive. 
A well-balanced landscape design will include 

trees, shrubs, and ground covers. Although larger 
trees are not listed in this brochure, local land-
scapers and nurseries can supply them and advise 
you as to which species are best suited to grow on 
your land. Before removing any trees near the 
shoreline remember there are local and state regu-
lations regarding tree cutting; see your town offic-
es for more information.  

 

 

 

 

Evergreens Good for Screening 
 

♦ Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) 
♦ Red pine (Pinus resinosa)   

 Well-drained, full sun 
♦ White cedar (Thuja occidentalis)     
♦ White pine (Pinus strobus)  
 Will not tolerate salt or pollutants                           

         

 

 

 

Full Sun, Dry Soil 
 

♦ American hazelnut (Corylus americana)  
 Will tolerate poor, dry soil   

♦ Blackhaw (Viburnum prunifolium)* #  
 Sun to dense shade  
♦ Meadowsweet (Spiraea latifolia)         
♦ Mugo pine (Pinus mugo)  
 Needs good drainage  

♦ Potentilla (Potentilla fruticosa)   

♦ Spiraea (Spiraea species)    

♦ Sweet gale (Myrica gale)  

 Will tolerate poor, dry soil  
     

Full Sun, Average Soil 
 

♦ Forsythia (Forsythia intermedia)   
♦ Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa)   

♦ Lilac (Syringa species) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Sun, Moist Soil 
 

♦ Rhodora (Rhododendron canadense)               
♦ Common witchhazel (Hamamelis virginiana) 
♦ Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) *  
 Will tolerate acidic soil  
♦ Highbush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) * # 
 Well-drained moist soil  
♦ Northern bayberry (Myrica pennsylvanica)  
 Slow growing 
♦Red twig or redosier dogwood (Cornus sericea)

* - These plants have berries that attract birds. 
# - These plants are recommended as particularly 
appropriate native species. 
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— Shrubs — 

Serviceberry (shadbush) 


